The following are some tips and points that might guide you in entering your images into competition.  These were compiled by Tom May, one of OCC’s most active judges.


[image: image1.emf]Novice Errors

Bad Exposure Blown out highlights

Blocked up blacks

Poor Tonal Range Could use wider value range 

"Grayed out" look with low contrast

No coherent value structure

Weak Blacks

Soft focus Unintentional soft focus - particularly of the subject 

or other key areas

Has selective focus (narrow DOF) when not required 

(shooting wide open)

Focus blur/ movement blur/ etc

Bad subject/background definitionSubject not isolated from background

Distracting background Unintended juxtapositions

Bright spots etc that attract attention

Background that doesn't enhance subject

Distracting clutter No clarity

Too much going on

Too far from subject Needs cropping

Static Viewpoint Eye-level - dead on

Dead space Empty areas that doesn't enhance the concept/ 

subject/ visual look

Needs cropping

No Visual Concept Not clear what the picture is about (snapshotting)

Picture lacks interest

Bad composition Composition doesn’t match subject matter/content

No basic structure

No clear design principles at work

Poor Placement/Segmenting Centering subject

Subject at picture edges

subject looking out of frame

Action facing out of frame

Segmenting dead center (i.e.; horizon line)

Needs Rule of Thirds or other proportions

Weak or no focal point  Nothing of interest stands out



[image: image2.emf]Under 80Needs Work Many novice errors

to a large degree

80-84Fair Some novice errors

to some degree

85 -90Good Very Few novice errors

Only to slight degree

90 - 95Excellent No novice errors

Some Superior characteristics

95 - 100Superior Many superior charateristics



[image: image3.emf]Superior Pictures

Impactful Gets a wow

Strongly edited Well Selected/few components

Secondary elements are subordinated to the subject

Nothing could be removed without damaging the picture

Could not be cropped closer without damaging the picture

Tack sharp Key objects/forms/areas all in perfect focus

What isn't sharp has a very good reason not to be (the blur adds to the 

shot and the visual concept)

What is blurred is well blurred - clearly blurred - intentional and the blur 

helps enhance the subject

Printed with the right paper for the picture - retaining the sharpness

Crisp/clear colors So noise free colors look enameled - or smoothly water colored washed 

(pastels)

Smooth, consistent gradations

Strong saturation where appropriate (where it enhances the concept) / less 

saturation where appropriate

DOES NOT MEAN SUPER SATURATION (unless appropriate)

Deep blacks Dark, rich blacks

Printed so blacks are very dark

While still retaining a certain level of detail in the shadows - except when 

black mass plays a strong graphic role

Strong sense of designStrong and clear visual concept

Composition perfect, clear and appropriate to the subject

Single compositional principle reigns (often)

Linked forms/ linked values

Proportions interesting

Some repetition with variety

Notan  (harmony of tonal values)

Creativity Some originality

Something unexpected - not a "straight" shot

Some "rules broken" selectively and with good reason and to good effect

interesting viewpoint

Artistic flair

Harmony/unity All the pieces work together well and relate 

Consistent tone and mood

Harmonious color scheme

Strong Artistic Vision Something more to say than just a photo

A story/human interest/nostalgia/pathos/ etc

Revealing of some "truth"

Captures beauty

Gives us a different/insightful way of looking at the world

Dramatic Strong mood

Emotive

Quality of light Has a strong sense of light and atmosphere

Humor If appropriate

Strong focal point  Clear what the subject is and how everything in the picture relates to it

Defining Moment Capture of a telling moment in time

The visual composition of that moment explains the action- the subject

Not a second too early or too late
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Novice errors

		Novice Errors

		Bad Exposure		Blown out highlights

				Blocked up blacks

		Poor Tonal Range		Could use wider value range

				"Grayed out" look with low contrast

				No coherent value structure

				Weak Blacks

		Soft focus		Unintentional soft focus - particularly of the subject or other key areas

				Has selective focus (narrow DOF) when not required (shooting wide open)

				Focus blur/ movement blur/ etc

		Bad subject/background definition		Subject not isolated from background

		Distracting background		Unintended juxtapositions

				Bright spots etc that attract attention

				Background that doesn't enhance subject

		Distracting clutter		No clarity

				Too much going on

		Too far from subject		Needs cropping

		Static Viewpoint		Eye-level - dead on

		Dead space		Empty areas that doesn't enhance the concept/ subject/ visual look

				Needs cropping

		No Visual Concept		Not clear what the picture is about (snapshotting)

				Picture lacks interest

		Bad composition		Composition doesn’t match subject matter/content

				No basic structure

				No clear design principles at work

		Poor Placement/Segmenting		Centering subject

				Subject at picture edges

				subject looking out of frame

				Action facing out of frame

				Segmenting dead center (i.e.; horizon line)

				Needs Rule of Thirds or other proportions

		Weak or no focal point		Nothing of interest stands out





Superior

		Superior Pictures

		Impactful		Gets a wow

		Strongly edited		Well Selected/few components

				Secondary elements are subordinated to the subject

				Nothing could be removed without damaging the picture

				Could not be cropped closer without damaging the picture

		Tack sharp		Key objects/forms/areas all in perfect focus

				What isn't sharp has a very good reason not to be (the blur adds to the shot and the visual concept)

				What is blurred is well blurred - clearly blurred - intentional and the blur helps enhance the subject

				Printed with the right paper for the picture - retaining the sharpness

		Crisp/clear colors		So noise free colors look enameled - or smoothly water colored washed (pastels)

				Smooth, consistent gradations

				Strong saturation where appropriate (where it enhances the concept) / less saturation where appropriate

				DOES NOT MEAN SUPER SATURATION (unless appropriate)

		Deep blacks		Dark, rich blacks

				Printed so blacks are very dark

				While still retaining a certain level of detail in the shadows - except when black mass plays a strong graphic role

		Strong sense of design		Strong and clear visual concept

				Composition perfect, clear and appropriate to the subject

				Single compositional principle reigns (often)

				Linked forms/ linked values

				Proportions interesting

				Some repetition with variety

				Notan  (harmony of tonal values)

		Creativity		Some originality

				Something unexpected - not a "straight" shot

				Some "rules broken" selectively and with good reason and to good effect

				interesting viewpoint

				Artistic flair

		Harmony/unity		All the pieces work together well and relate

				Consistent tone and mood

				Harmonious color scheme

		Strong Artistic Vision		Something more to say than just a photo

				A story/human interest/nostalgia/pathos/ etc

				Revealing of some "truth"

				Captures beauty

				Gives us a different/insightful way of looking at the world

		Dramatic		Strong mood

				Emotive

		Quality of light		Has a strong sense of light and atmosphere

		Humor		If appropriate

		Strong focal point		Clear what the subject is and how everything in the picture relates to it

		Defining Moment		Capture of a telling moment in time

				The visual composition of that moment explains the action- the subject

				Not a second too early or too late





Ratings

		Ratings

		Under 80		Needs Work		Many novice errors
to a large degree

		80-84		Fair		Some novice errors
to some degree

		85 -90		Good		Very Few novice errors
Only to slight degree

		90 - 95		Excellent		No novice errors
Some Superior characteristics

		95 - 100		Superior		Many superior charateristics
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Novice errors

		Novice Errors

		Bad Exposure		Blown out highlights

				Blocked up blacks

		Poor Tonal Range		Could use wider value range

				"Grayed out" look with low contrast

				No coherent value structure

				Weak Blacks

		Soft focus		Unintentional soft focus - particularly of the subject or other key areas

				Has selective focus (narrow DOF) when not required (shooting wide open)

				Focus blur/ movement blur/ etc

		Bad subject/background definition		Subject not isolated from background

		Distracting background		Unintended juxtapositions

				Bright spots etc that attract attention

				Background that doesn't enhance subject

		Distracting clutter		No clarity

				Too much going on

		Too far from subject		Needs cropping

		Static Viewpoint		Eye-level - dead on

		Dead space		Empty areas that doesn't enhance the concept/ subject/ visual look

				Needs cropping

		No Visual Concept		Not clear what the picture is about (snapshotting)

				Picture lacks interest

		Bad composition		Composition doesn’t match subject matter/content

				No basic structure

				No clear design principles at work

		Poor Placement/Segmenting		Centering subject

				Subject at picture edges

				subject looking out of frame

				Action facing out of frame

				Segmenting dead center (i.e.; horizon line)

				Needs Rule of Thirds or other proportions

		Weak or no focal point		Nothing of interest stands out





Superior

		Superior Pictures

		Impactful		Gets a wow

		Strongly edited		Well Selected/few components

				Secondary elements are subordinated to the subject

				Nothing could be removed without damaging the picture

				Could not be cropped closer without damaging the picture

		Tack sharp		Key objects/forms/areas all in perfect focus

				What isn't sharp has a very good reason not to be (the blur adds to the shot and the visual concept)

				What is blurred is well blurred - clearly blurred - intentional and the blur helps enhance the subject

				Printed with the right paper for the picture - retaining the sharpness

		Crisp/clear colors		So noise free colors look enameled - or smoothly water colored washed (pastels)

				Smooth, consistent gradations

				Strong saturation where appropriate (where it enhances the concept) / less saturation where appropriate

				DOES NOT MEAN SUPER SATURATION (unless appropriate)

		Deep blacks		Dark, rich blacks

				Printed so blacks are very dark

				While still retaining a certain level of detail in the shadows - except when black mass plays a strong graphic role

		Strong sense of design		Strong and clear visual concept

				Composition perfect, clear and appropriate to the subject

				Single compositional principle reigns (often)

				Linked forms/ linked values

				Proportions interesting

				Some repetition with variety

				Notan  (harmony of tonal values)

		Creativity		Some originality

				Something unexpected - not a "straight" shot

				Some "rules broken" selectively and with good reason and to good effect

				interesting viewpoint

				Artistic flair

		Harmony/unity		All the pieces work together well and relate

				Consistent tone and mood

				Harmonious color scheme

		Strong Artistic Vision		Something more to say than just a photo

				A story/human interest/nostalgia/pathos/ etc

				Revealing of some "truth"

				Captures beauty

				Gives us a different/insightful way of looking at the world

		Dramatic		Strong mood

				Emotive

		Quality of light		Has a strong sense of light and atmosphere

		Humor		If appropriate

		Strong focal point		Clear what the subject is and how everything in the picture relates to it

		Defining Moment		Capture of a telling moment in time

				The visual composition of that moment explains the action- the subject

				Not a second too early or too late





Ratings

		Ratings

		Under 80		Needs Work		Many novice errors
to a large degree

		80-84		Fair		Some novice errors
to some degree

		85 -90		Good		Very Few novice errors
Only to slight degree

		90 - 95		Excellent		No novice errors
Some Superior characteristics

		95 - 100		Superior		Many superior charateristics
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Novice errors

		Novice Errors

		Bad Exposure		Blown out highlights

				Blocked up blacks

		Poor Tonal Range		Could use wider value range

				"Grayed out" look with low contrast

				No coherent value structure

				Weak Blacks

		Soft focus		Unintentional soft focus - particularly of the subject or other key areas

				Has selective focus (narrow DOF) when not required (shooting wide open)

				Focus blur/ movement blur/ etc

		Bad subject/background definition		Subject not isolated from background

		Distracting background		Unintended juxtapositions

				Bright spots etc that attract attention

				Background that doesn't enhance subject

		Distracting clutter		No clarity

				Too much going on

		Too far from subject		Needs cropping

		Static Viewpoint		Eye-level - dead on

		Dead space		Empty areas that doesn't enhance the concept/ subject/ visual look

				Needs cropping

		No Visual Concept		Not clear what the picture is about (snapshotting)

				Picture lacks interest

		Bad composition		Composition doesn’t match subject matter/content

				No basic structure

				No clear design principles at work

		Poor Placement/Segmenting		Centering subject

				Subject at picture edges

				subject looking out of frame

				Action facing out of frame

				Segmenting dead center (i.e.; horizon line)

				Needs Rule of Thirds or other proportions

		Weak or no focal point		Nothing of interest stands out





Superior

		Superior Pictures

		Impactful		Gets a wow

		Strongly edited		Well Selected/few components

				Secondary elements are subordinated to the subject

				Nothing could be removed without damaging the picture

				Could not be cropped closer without damaging the picture

		Tack sharp		Key objects/forms/areas all in perfect focus

				What isn't sharp has a very good reason not to be (the blur adds to the shot and the visual concept)

				What is blurred is well blurred - clearly blurred - intentional and the blur helps enhance the subject

				Printed with the right paper for the picture - retaining the sharpness

		Crisp/clear colors		So noise free colors look enameled - or smoothly water colored washed (pastels)

				Smooth, consistent gradations

				Strong saturation where appropriate (where it enhances the concept) / less saturation where appropriate

				DOES NOT MEAN SUPER SATURATION (unless appropriate)

		Deep blacks		Dark, rich blacks

				Printed so blacks are very dark

				While still retaining a certain level of detail in the shadows - except when black mass plays a strong graphic role

		Strong sense of design		Strong and clear visual concept

				Composition perfect, clear and appropriate to the subject

				Single compositional principle reigns (often)

				Linked forms/ linked values

				Proportions interesting

				Some repetition with variety

				Notan  (harmony of tonal values)

		Creativity		Some originality

				Something unexpected - not a "straight" shot

				Some "rules broken" selectively and with good reason and to good effect

				interesting viewpoint

				Artistic flair

		Harmony/unity		All the pieces work together well and relate

				Consistent tone and mood

				Harmonious color scheme

		Strong Artistic Vision		Something more to say than just a photo

				A story/human interest/nostalgia/pathos/ etc

				Revealing of some "truth"

				Captures beauty

				Gives us a different/insightful way of looking at the world

		Dramatic		Strong mood

				Emotive

		Quality of light		Has a strong sense of light and atmosphere

		Humor		If appropriate

		Strong focal point		Clear what the subject is and how everything in the picture relates to it

		Defining Moment		Capture of a telling moment in time

				The visual composition of that moment explains the action- the subject

				Not a second too early or too late





Ratings

		Ratings

		Under 80		Needs Work		Many novice errors
to a large degree

		80-84		Fair		Some novice errors
to some degree

		85 -90		Good		Very Few novice errors
Only to slight degree

		90 - 95		Excellent		No novice errors
Some Superior characteristics

		95 - 100		Superior		Many superior charateristics






